The Dannon Company Names Award Recipients for $50K Yogurt, Probiotics and Gut
Microbiome Grant Program
Two Budding Scientists Each Receive $25K of Coveted Dannon Fellowship Grant to Uncover the Role
of Yogurt, Probiotics and the Gut Microbiome on Human Health
(WHITE PLAINS, NY) April 12, 2017 – The Dannon Company, Inc. announces this year’s recipients of the
Dannon® Gut Microbiome, Yogurt and Probiotics Fellowship Grant Program. The 2016-2017 honorees
are Erin Davis from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Haley Chatelaine from The Ohio
State University. They were selected from a competitive pool of over 120 applicants by an international
committee of scientists in food and nutrition. Each student will receive $25,000 to help fund their
independent and unique investigations looking at the diverse health impact of yogurt and/or probiotics
on the human gut microbiome.
“The Dannon® Grant will allow me to further explore the effects of early life nutrition on the infant gut
microbiota, immune development and early childhood growth,” explains Erin Davis, doctoral candidate
in the Division of Nutritional Sciences. “By investigating the effects of consuming probiotics during
breastfeeding on both mom and infant, I hope to advance our understanding of how we can influence
the microbiota and immune development during this critical time of life.”
Haley Chatelaine, a doctoral candidate in Interdisciplinary Nutrition, intends to advance the study of the
gut microbiome by investigating novel data that could positively influence gut health in humans.
Chatelaine states that, “this fellowship will allow me to start a new, integrative line of research to
identify unique chemical signatures to help further explain the benefits of probiotic yogurt consumption.”
The Dannon® Fellowship program is in its fifth year of funding future scientists. For the 2016-2017
program, Dannon® expanded the areas of study to include the gut microbiome and created two,
$25,000 awards to support the recognized value and significance of the gut on human health. It is no
surprise this resulted in Dannon® receiving the most applications since its launch.
“At Dannon®, we are proud to support future generations of scientists to further a field of study that will
not only contribute to the knowledge of the gut microbiome, but could positively affect global public
health,” says Miguel Freitas, PhD, Vice President of Scientific Affairs at Dannon®. “Since 2012, it has
been an honor for Dannon® to participate in the success of student scientists. We congratulate both Erin
Davis and Haley Chatelaine as they join the ranks of the elite scientific explorers who have advanced our
understanding of how yogurt and probiotics affect human health.”
Since 2012, Dannon® has granted $150,000 to scientists making strides in the interdisciplinary fields of
biology, health sciences, nutrition, yogurt and probiotics. The company looks forward to learning from
the results of this year’s recipients.

About the Award Recipients
Erin Davis is a graduate student pursuing her doctoral degree in the Division of Nutritional Sciences,
with a concurrent enrollment in the Didactic Program in Dietetics, at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign. Her research is centered on the effects of early life nutrition on the infant gut microbiota,
immune development, and early childhood growth, with a focus on the immune, microbial and
macronutrient composition of human milk. Erin plans to investigate the effects of probiotics
consumption, by breastfeeding mothers, on the immune and microbial composition of human milk as
well as maternal and infant gut microbiota. Upon completion of her PhD and Dietetic Internship, Erin
plans to complete post-doctoral training studying perinatal and early life nutrition.
Haley Chatelaine is a first-year PhD student in the Interdisciplinary Nutrition PhD Program at The Ohio
State University. Her research focuses on using novel metabolomic analyses to identify chemical
signatures of probiotic yogurt consumption. Chatelaine explains that integrating this novel metabolomic
data with microbiome analyses will allow for the generation of hypotheses regarding gut microbiome
function, probiotic utility and potential modulation of colon health. Upon graduation, Haley plans to
pursue post-doctoral work in the field of metabolomics, food science and human nutrition.
About The Dannon Company
Headquartered in White Plains, New York, Dannon® makes yogurt in Minster, OH, Fort Worth, TX, West
Jordan, UT, and Portland, OR, and offers more than 200 different flavors, styles and sizes of cultured
refrigerated and frozen dairy products to serve the diverse needs of its retail and foodservice customers.
Dannon® brings health through food to as many people as possible via its wide offering of delicious and
wholesome fresh and frozen yogurts.
Dannon® is a subsidiary of Danone®, and Dannon® is the top-selling brand of yogurt worldwide, sold
under the names Dannon® and Danone®. For more information, visit dannon.com.
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